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                    Administrative Bishop 

 
                       The phrase "house of cards" is an 
expression that dates back to 1645. Its meaning is 
understood to be referring to a structure or argument 
built on a shaky foundation or one that will collapse 
if a necessary (but possibly overlooked or 
unappreciated) element is removed.  As I 
contemplate the recent ruling of the Supreme Court 
of the United States concerning same sex marriage, 
I can’t help but be reminded of this phrase. To be 
clear, I am not a “doom and gloom” person.  I like 
to see the good in people and in situations.  
Accentuating the positive is much more productive 
to me than being Chicken Little and crying, “the sky 
is falling, the sky is falling”.  However, one cannot 
ignore a much “overlooked or unappreciated” 
element in the recent SCOTUS decision … the 
BIBLE! 
 

My perspective on life and legacy made a 
major shift the day my first grandson Aiden was 
born.  Now that my second one is here (Israel), I 
have really started to view life from a different 
perspective.  Like all Pawpaw’s, I want the very 
best for my family.  But I can’t help but be 
concerned about the nation that they will grow up in. 
We are consumed by a national debt, a declining 
educational system, a shaky economy and a moral 
conscience that has been “seared with a hot iron” 
(1 Timothy 4:2). 
 

We know from the Genesis account what 
happens when man abandons God.  Adam and Eve 
believed the serpents lie and sin entered the human 
race.  But I am not sure we understand the full 
extent of what happens when God abandons a 
nation.  Paul gives us some insight into this in the 

 
Book of Romans. To be brief, the sequence goes 
like this.   
 

1. That nation becomes obsessed with sexual  
activity (see Rom. 1:24).  

 
   2.  Homosexuality becomes more prominent by  
         practice (see Rom. 1:26 &  
         27).  
 

2. The wisdom and knowledge of man  
diminishes and he becomes deceived  

         and without conscience (see Rom. 1:28 &    
         29).   
 

3. They become “haters” of God and Godly  
principles (see Rom. 1:30 & 31).   

 
All	  four	  of	  these	  indicators	  are	  very	  

prevalent	  in	  our	  nation	  today	  and	  in	  many	  cases,	  
even	  protected	  by	  our	  laws.	  As	  Christians,	  we	  
feel	  the	  resentment	  and	  hatred	  of	  the	  secular	  
world	  more	  than	  ever	  before.	  To	  the	  world,	  
Christians	  are	  a	  nuisance	  to	  their	  secular	  agenda.	  	  
I	  am	  sure	  that	  many	  who	  read	  this	  are	  grieved	  as	  
well	  that	  our	  government	  now	  provides	  
contraception	  to	  our	  youth,	  supports	  the	  murder	  
of	  babies	  while	  still	  in	  its	  mother’s	  womb,	  has	  
expelled	  God	  from	  our	  classrooms,	  removed	  God	  
from	  governmental	  structures	  and	  now	  
promotes	  homosexual	  behavior	  by	  advocating	  
homosexual	  marriage.	  	  These	  are	  all	  magnets	  
that	  invite	  the	  wrath	  of	  God	  upon	  a	  nation.	  What	  
God	  has	  condemned,	  the	  Supreme	  Court	  of	  the	  
United	  States	  has	  now	  affirmed.	  	  
 

Proverbs 16:25 (NASB) says, “There is a way 
which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of 
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death.”  It is fools gold to believe that God will 
continue to remain silent.  What is happening in 
America is nothing more than cheese set in a 
mousetrap.  It may look appealing and they may 
desire it immensely, but chasing after it will lead to 
ultimate death.  I take no great pleasure in saying 
that either. It concerns me that America has spiraled 
downward instead of upward.  America’s lust and 
passions have become the Trojan Horse to our 
potential demise. 
 

In light of this, I believe it would do us all 
some good to not forget a few basis things.  
  
1.  God is not an American.  He loves Americans 
as He does everyone, but He is not of this world.  
The nation that we live in is not His Kingdom. A 
man made system will always fail. America is a 
democratic society, but the Kingdom of God will 
not be put to the vote of a majority. God will have 
the sole word, the only word and the final word.   
 
2.  It is not the responsibility of America to 
imitate Christ.  That job belongs to His Church. I 
encourage all of Christ followers to model Him and 
make prayer and devotion your greatest companions 
during these trying times. As J J Weeks Band sings, 
“Let them see You in me, let them hear You when I 
speak, let them feel You when I sing, let the see You, 
let them see You in me”. 
 
3.  Man will not be judged according to any 
nation’s Constitution.  We will be judged 
according to God’s Word not man’s decrees and 
every knee will bow before the Supreme Judge, not 
the Supreme Court.  They too will bow before Him 
one day. Judgment day is coming and we will all 
give an account to God for every word and every 
deed.  Let that thought resonate in your mind and 
heart today. 
 
4.  This is the Church’s greatest hour. We have 
asked God to bring revival back to our land.  We 
have been crying out for restoration, restitution and 
repentance. I believe that oppression against the 
Church can be the vehicle to get us there. What 
greater opportunity do we have than right now to be 
His Ambassadors of Reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:20) 
and His witness to the world (Matt. 28:19 & 20)?  

We are still His Church and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against us (Matt. 16:18). 
 
5.  Love people unconditionally.  Loving them is 
not agreeing with them (see 1 Cor. 13). Extend 
God’s grace to everyone, especially those who have 
yet to experience it. We will never win the world by 
being hate mongers. There is an old military adage 
that says, “don’t give your enemy any ammunition 
to use against you”.  You can love the sinner 
without loving their sin. Speak the truth in love but 
make sure that when you do, you have already 
modeled it.  
 
6.  The greatest gift to the world is still Jesus 
(John 3:16)!  He is still the Answer!  He is still the 
Door (John 10:9)!  He is still the WAY, the TRUTH 
and the LIFE (John 14:6).   
 

	  
Can	  the	  church	  do	  
anything	  about	  
pornography?	  	  
 
Pastors, let me share with you an opportunity 
to assist you to become more aware of the 
critical issues surrounding pornography. A 
webinar will be available and accessible on two 
dates: September 10, from noon to 1:00 p.m. 
(EDT), and, on September 17, from 8:00 to 
9:00 p.m. (EDT). Dr. Todd Bowman will be the 
presenter. He developed the Sexual Addiction 
Treatment Provider certificate program at a 
Nazarene university and currently serves as an 
associate professor of counseling at Indiana 
Wesleyan University. The webinar will offer 
helpful information on the “why” of porn 
addiction, and suggest steps church leaders 
might take to overcome this enemy of 
Christians. RAAP will provide a telephone 
number for registration, and when it is available 
it will be passed along. 

 
 
 



BREAK THE CHAINS 
Alaska/BC Women’s Conference 

Teresa Holder 
Conference Host

Soirée after Friday Service 
Zion Worship Center 
Food, Games, Prizes 

Rhonda Holland 
Guest Speaker

September 18-19, 2015  
North Anchorage  
Church of God  

Registration - $35.00 

Saturday Continental Breakfast 
North Anchorage COG 

9:30 - 10:30 AM 

Worship Services 
Friday - 7:00PM 

Saturday - 10:30 AM 

Dorothy Sibley 
Special Guest

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



2015 Alaska/BC Women’s Conference 
BREAK THE CHAINS 

 

September 18 – 19, 2015 
North Anchorage Church of God 

Registration Fee - $35.00 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Hotels and meals are not included in the registration fee.  You are on your 

own for meals and responsible for securing your hotel rooms if needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

North Anchorage Church of God 
Friday – 7:00 PM 

Saturday – 10:30 AM 
Soirée after Friday Service 
Zion Worship Center 
1251 Muldoon Rd. Suite 154 
Anchorage, AK 99504 
Free Food, Games, and Door Prizes 

Free Continental Breakfast 
North Anchorage Church of God 
1711 Bragaw Street 
Anchorage, AK 99508 
Saturday – 9:30 – 10:30 AM 

(Please Print) 
NAME ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY _____________________________________ STATE __________  ZIP _______________ 
 
LOCAL CHURCH _______________________________________________________________ 
 
�Yes, I will attend the Friday Night Soirée         �No, I will be unable to attend the Friday Night Soirée 
 

�Yes, I will be at the Continental Breakfast on Saturday morning 
�No, I will not be at the Continental Breakfast on Saturday morning 

Applications must include a non-refundable $35.00 registration fee and is 
due by September 4, 2015. 

 
Checks can be made out to “Church of God” and mailed to: 

Alaska/BC Church of God State Office 
1348 Bennington Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99508 

 
If you have further questions, please contact Teresa Holder @ (907) 272-4847 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ministry to the youth of our region is paramount to our mission, vision and future.  Our special 
guests did an outstanding job ministering and relating 
to our youth.  A special thanks to Chris and Magan 
Holder and Impact Student Ministries from the Central 
Parkway Church of God in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Also, 
thanks to Rodney and Brandie Ragland from 
Christway Church of God in Gardendale, Alabama.  
They all did an outstanding job.  A special appreciation 
goes out to all of our camp workers and to the pastors 
who promoted camp and made it the success that it was.  
You guys were awesome in every way.  To get a glimpse 
of what camp is like, go to www.myakbccog.com and 
watch the camp videos.  You will be blessed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



News Around the Region in Alaska/BC 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

NEW WEBSITE - In case you missed this news, we have a new website for our region.  Make sure you 
disregard all other website addresses and utilize the new one.  You can go to www.myakbccog.com and 
explore the new site.  There, you will find many new upgrades, tools and resources to assist you in your 
ministry.  Just a few things you can now access are registering for events on line, watching videos for 
world missions, women’s discipleship and youth discipleship.  You can now access a link to report 
online and access various links and downloads to assist you.  If you have a suggestion to make it even 
better, send us your suggestions by emailing us at cogak@gci.net.  
 
KODIAK UPDATE - Shannon and Dawn Panthin have made the final move to Kodiak to plant 
Ocean’s Church.  From the difficulties of finding a home to last minute ferry cancellations, God’s favor 
has fallen upon them and this new chapter is beginning.  The city has granted them permission for a 
Back-To-School Outreach this Fall.  Please keep the Panthins in your prayers for continued favor in 
Kodiak.  If you would like to support their ministry, you can send your donations to the Alaska/BC State 
office and designate it for Ocean’s Church. 
 
THANK YOU TO THE GREENS - A special thanks to Richard and Linda Green for your faithful 
years of service in U.S.A. Missions for Alaska/BC.  Your dedication, commitment and faithfulness has 
made a powerful impact upon our region.  We love you and are excited that you will be continuing your 
pastorate in Juneau with the Glacier Valley church family. 
 
CRAIG UPDATE - Thank you to everyone who prayed for and supported John Steinberg during his 
recent illness.  I am glad to report that John is back home and has resumed his pastoral responsibilities at 
Craig Church of God.  A special thanks to Glen and Susie Anniskette for serving in an interim position 
until the Steinbergs could return. 
 
DELTA JUNCTION – Mark Pliska has begun the construction on their new church facility in Delta 
Junction.  Keep them in your prayers as they move forward with the vision God has given them. 
 
BILL AND MARGARET WHITE – Congratulations to the Whites for celebrating 55 years of 
service in ministry  at the Lighthouse Church of God in Ketchikan. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2015 Encounter 
 

The first week of May is always time of anticipation and excitement for the Church of God 
in Alaska/BC.  This year, we were blessed with the ministry of Dr. Tim Hill, International Director 
of World Evangelization and Pastors Shane and Misty Bearden from Flow Church in Ashville, 
Alabama. Each service and message was a powerful reminder of God’s unfailing love, power 
and grace.  To see the many lives blessed and forever changed is a memory etched upon each 
of our minds. 
 

Our World Missions representative, Bishop Terrell and Debbie Brinson came and blessed 
Encounter with a beautiful presentation for our church plants in Cuenca, Ecuador and Kodiak, 
Alaska.  As well, Terrell and Debbie brought with them special guest that blessed the Alaska 
Native American Project with an offering from their congregations.  We want to give special 
thanks to Bishop Thomas and Wendy Odom and their children’s ministry team from Ocoee 
Church of God in Ocoee, Florida, Bishop Jarrett and Alana Lovelace from the Fayette Church of 
God in Fayette, Alabama and Bishop David and Pamela Calvert from Old Paris Road Church of 
God in Lexington, Alabama.  Thank you for loving us! 
 

Also, special appreciation should be given to Bishop Tommie and Fredda Shook and the 
North Anchorage Church of God for doing such an outstanding job of hosting Encounter, Bishop 
Bobby and Linda Jones for hosting and implementing our Pastor and spouse awards luncheon 
at Harvest Christian Fellowship in Eagle River and Bishop Amotai Asaivao and Jesus Is Lord 
Church of God for the anointed praise and worship. 
 
Finally, congratulations to our 2015 awards winners. 

 
WORLD	  MISSIONS	  GIVING	  
	  
Group	  I	  
Runner-‐Up…………………………..Terrace,	  B.C.	  
Winner……….……….….Lakeside,	  Metlakatla	  
	  
Group	  II	  
Runner-‐Up……………..………………………Craig	  
Winner………………Mat-‐Su	  Christian	  Center	  
	  
Group	  III	  
Runner-‐Up…………………….…………Soldotna	  
Winner………Harvest	  Christian	  Fellowship	  

	  

	  
T.E.A.M.	  ALASKA/BC	  GIVING	  
	  
Group	  I	  
Runner-‐Up…...........……Lakeside,	  Metlakatla	  
Winner…………………………....…….North	  Pole	  
	  
Group	  II	  
Runner-‐Up……………………………………..Craig	  
Winner………….…..Mat-‐Su	  Christian	  Center	  
	  
Group	  III	  
Runner-‐Up…Harvest	  Christian	  Fellowship	  
Winner……………….………..Palmer	  Highway	  
 



 
HOME	  FOR	  CHILDREN	  GIVING	  
	  
Group	  III	  
Runner-‐Up..Harvest	  Christian	  Fellowship	  
Winner……………………………..….Lighthouse	  
	  
WOMEN’S	  DISCIPLESHIP	  HOME	  MISSIONS	  
	  
Group	  I	  
Winner………….………..Pathway	  To	  Heaven	  
	  
Group	  III	  
Runner-‐Up…………………….…………Soldotna	  
Winner……………………….…….…..Lighthouse	  
	  
WWAM	  
	  
Group	  III	  
Winner………………………...Palmer	  Highway	  
Winner……..Harvest	  Christian	  Fellowship	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Church	  of	  the	  Year	  Awards	  

	  
GROUP	  I	  
Runner-‐Up……………………...……..North	  Pole	  
Winner.............................Lakeside,	  Metlakatla	  

	  
GROUP	  II	  
Runner-‐Up……………………………………..Craig	  
Winner………….…..Mat-‐Su	  Christian	  Center	  

	  
GROUP	  III	  
Runner-‐Up……….........……..Palmer	  Highway	  
Runner-‐Up……………….…………….....Soldotna	  
Runner-‐Up……,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,…………...Lighthouse	  
Winner...........Harvest	  Christian	  Fellowship	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  

WORLD MISSIONS TOTAL GIVING 

$59,318.98 

 
T.E.A.M. ALASKA/BC TOTAL GIVING 

$16,914.26 

 
HOME FOR CHILDREN TOTAL GIVING 

$3,162.02 

 
WD HOME MISSIONS TOTAL GIVING 

$450.00 

 
WWAM TOTAL GIVING 

$3,558.19 



    
  Alaska/BC 

    Christmas Banquet 
    Ministers and Spouses 

 
 

    Tuesday, December 1, 2015 
 

 

     Hotel Captain Cook 
    939 W. 5th Avenue 

      Anchorage, AK 99501 
 

    $50.00 per person 
(Retired Ministers and Spouses are Free) 

 
 
 
 

    Room Reservations 
    866-215-6641 
    907-276-6000 

    (Seasonal Rates Apply)         
 

 
 

R.S.V.P. no later than November 17, 2015 
To:  AK/BC Church of God State Office 

Or www.myakbccog.com 
 
 
 



 
 

Church and 
Pastor 

April 
2015 

 
Tithe 

April 
2015 

 
Worship 

May 
2015 

 
Tithe 

May 
2015 

 
Worship 

June 
2015 

 
Tithe 

June 
2015 

 
Worship 

Anchorage, Bethel Hispanic 
Moyce Polanco 

8,094.00 90 10,647.00 100 7,112.17 61 

Anchorage, Jesus Is Lord 
Will Asaivao 

N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R 

Anchorage, North Anchorage 
Tommy Shook 

12,712.85 94 28,727.00 84 28,980.94 78 

Anchorage, Zion Worship 
Center 
David Queja 

2,803.00 34 3,270.00 22 4,331.00 24 

Barrow, New Beginnings 
David Matthews, Jr. 

27,993.20 141 24,258.87 97 24,667.99 106 

Craig 
John Steinberg, Sr. 

3,494.00 40 2,299.80 35 1,382.00 35 

Delta Junction, Valley of 
Decision 
Mark Pliska 

2,486.00 19 5,320.00 15 3,303.00 20 

Eagle River, Harvest Christian 
Fellowship 
Bobby Jones 

14,226.76 111 21,324.48 99 15,209.29 105 

Fairbanks, Valley of Blessing 
Joe Perez 

8,481.00 61 14,824.20 51 7,604.00 48 

Juneau, Glacier Valley 
Richard Green 

13,953.00 165 15,109.40 119 10,871.26 118 

Kenai 
Jeff Sullivan 

1,487.00 37 2,271.00 31 617.00 36 

Ketchikan, Lighthouse 
Bill White 

16,822.03 112 17,519.82 101 12,745.08 120 

Kotzebue 
Tim Cowdell 

7,142.75 42 N/R N/R 4,511.00 28 

Metlakatla, Lakeside 
William Lake 

2,402.92 24 2,540.66 22 2,396.85 17 

North Pole 
Jeff Oden 

1,915.00 37 1,976.50 30 N/R N/R 

Northway Community 
Tom Teasdale 

N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R 

Palmer Highway 
Steve Reem 

13,121.72 113 14,522.06 104 9,977.86 97 

Pathway To Heaven Mission 
Priscilla Fulford 

180.00 7 677.00 7 240.00 0 

Soldotna 
Alan Humphries 

22,344.00 216 21,827.50 155 19,517.56 145 

Terrace, BC 
Arnold Miller 

1,087.50 7 2,415.00 6 N/R N/R 

Wasilla, Mat-Su  
Christian Center 
Fred Ledbetter 

2,402.92 24 8,701.33 65 6,033.70 69 



 

 
 
 
 

2015 
September 18 - 19 

State Women’s Retreat, Anchorage, AK 
 

September 25-26 
State Men’s Retreat, Soldotna, AK 

 
December 1 

State Christmas Banquet 
Hotel Captain Cook 

 
2016 

January 1 
READ Initiative, Prayer and Fasting 

 
February 5-7 

Arctic Fest, Little Beaver Camp 
Big Lake, AK 

 
February 17-21 

Southeast Winter Conference 
Ketchikan, AK 

 
May 3-6 

Encounter Summer Celebration 
Eagle River, AK 

 
June 6-10 

Youth Camp, Big Lake Camp 
Big Lake, AK 

 
July 19-22 

International General Assembly 
Nashville, TN 
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